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Sam LaGrone

MuckRock News, DEPT MR168688
263 Huntington Ave

Boston, MA 02115

Dear Mr. LaGrone:

This letter is in response to your request under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA),
received by email and input into the Department of the Navy’s FOIA Tracking site, Secure
Release, on April 16, 2025, and assigned tracking number 2025-NavyFOIA-006478. In your
request you asked for “All investigations and related material to the Command Investigation into
the May 1, 2024, LCAC collision off the coast of Florida as part of training with the Wasp
Amphibious Ready Group, 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit that injured a combined 30 sailors and
Marines.”

Your request was processed under applicable provisions of the FOIA statute, as amended, and
the implementing Navy Department directive, SECNAVINST 5720.45G. After a review of the
responsive investigation, it was determined that certain portions were exempt from disclosure
under the following FOIA exemptions:

«5U.S.C. §552(b)(5), information considered primarily under the deliberative process privilege,
such as internal advice, recommendations and subject evaluations, as contrasted with factual
matters, pertaining to the decision-making process of an agency.

+5U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), information in personnel and medical files, as well as similar personal
information in other files, that, if disclosed to a requester other than the person about whom the
information pertains, would result in a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. There
is no discretion regarding its release.

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(c), information compiled for law enforcement purposes, i.e., civil
criminal or military law, which could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy of a living person. There is no discretion regarding its release.

I considered the "foreseeable harm standard” in my review (i.e., that information which might
technically fall within an exemption should not be withheld from a FOIA requester unless the
agency can identify a foreseeable harm or legal bar to disclosure.). Exemptions (b)(6) and
(b)(7)(c) were applied because they are inherently tied to foreseeable harm. For (b)(5), redactions
were made because releasing the unredacted pre-decisional work product that was not ultimately
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approved by senior leadership could lead to public confusion, misinterpretation of facts, or the
misuse of preliminary comments. Finally, that once released, those pre-decisional comments
could be misconstrued as facts or could be twisted for other purposes by the public.

Enclosure (206) is a document under the cognizance of the Naval Safety Command and was
forwarded there for review, release determination, and direct response to you.

Enclosure (228), OPNAVINST F3501.319C, is a document under the cognizance of the Chief
of Naval Operations and was forwarded there for review, release determination, and direct
response to you.

The releasable portion of the responsive document is provided as enclosure (1).

In this instance, there are no fees associated with the processing of your request; however, this
action is not indicative of how future requests may be handled.

I am the official responsible for the partial denial of your request.

Under 32 CFR § 701.12(a), you have the right to an appeal this response. Appeals can be filed
via email, the internet or through the U.S. Mail. In all cases, send the appellate authority the
following items:

1. An email or letter requesting an appeal with the reasons why it should be granted.
2. A copy of the initial request.
3. A copy of this letter.

An appeal sent by email must be received within 90 calendar days from the date of this letter.
In the subject line of the email type “FOIA Appeal” and your case number, then submit it to
DONOGCAPPEALS@us.navy.mil with requested supporting information. Please send a copy to
the U.S. Fleet Forces Command FOIA coordinator at linda.j.alvers.civ@us.navy.mil.

An appeal filed through the internet must be received within 90 calendar days. Use the
public portal of the Secure Release (the Department of the Navy's FOIA processing system). Go to

https://www.securerelease.us. Click "Login/Create Account" (in the top-right corner) and enter
the information in the boxes that appear to create an account. Once that is done, you will be
able to file an appeal for any request created through the Secure Release portal by clicking the
Create appeal button in the top-right corner of the Request page.

An appeal sent by U.S. Mail must be postmarked within 90 calendar days from the date of
this letter. Make sure to mark the envelope “FOIA Appeal” and address it to the Judge Advocate
General, 1322 Patterson Avenue SE, Suite 3000, Washington Navy Yard, DC, 20374-5066.
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Please provide a copy of your appeal letter to us at: Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command,
Attn: FOIA Officer (Code NO1P), 1562 Mitscher Ave, Suite 250, Norfolk, VA 23551.

You also have the right to seek assistance and/or dispute resolution services from the
Department of the Navy FOIA Public Liaison, Mr. Christopher Julka, at
christopher.a.julka@navy.mil or (703) 697-0031. In addition, the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS) provides a voluntary mediation process for resolving disputes
between persons making FOIA requests and the Department of the Navy (DON). For more
information, go to https://www.archives.gov/ogis/about-ogis/contact-information.

If you have any questions regarding the processing of your request, please contact my FOIA
Coordinator, Ms. Linda Alvers, at linda.j.alvers.civ@us.navy.mil or 757-836-3630.

Sincerely,

RICHLYN C.IVEY
Commander, U.S. Navy
Director Fleet Public Affairs

FOIA Officer



