DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDER NAVAL AIR FORCE ATLANTIC
1562 MITSCHER AVENUE SUITE 300
NORFOLK VA 23551-2427
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Ser NO1L/165

JUN 3 0 2022

FINAL ENDORSEMENT on USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73) Itr 5830 Ser LEG/237
of 5 May 22

From: Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic
To:  File

Subj: ACTION OF THE FINAL REVIEWING AUTHORITY CONCERNING THE LINE OF
DUTY INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF IC3 NATASHA HUFFMAN, USN, ON OR
ABOUT 10 APRIL 2022

1. Reference (a) is replaced with JAGINST 5800.7G.

2. The underlying investigation was reviewed in accordance with reference (a). Further endorsement is
unnecessary, therefore the investigation is final. The subject line was modified to ensure proper
identification of the investigation for administrative purposes.

3. The findings of fact, opinions, and recommendations of the investigating officer are approved.

4. 1 concur with the recommendation of the Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON
(CVN 73), and find IC3 Huffman’s death, occurred in the line of duty and not due to the member’s own
misconduct.

5. Per section 0229(d) of reference (a), a copy of the investigation will be forwarded to Commander,
Navy Personnel Command (PERS-62).

6. In accordance with section 0228(b) of reference (a), upon receipt of final autopsy and medical
documents, Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73), shall forward documents
by separate correspondence via the review chain, with appropriate reference to the report of investigation
and forwarding endorsement.

7. The point of contact regarding this matter is Mr Force Paralegal, who may be
reached by email a
BT

Copy to:
COMNAVPERSCOM (PERS-62)



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73}
FPO AE 09550

5830
Ser LEG/237
5 May 22

From: Commanding Ofticer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)
To:  Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic

Subj: LINE OF DUTY INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF IC3 NATASHA HUFFMAN, USN
ON OR ABOUT 10 APRIL 2022

Ref:  (a) JAGINST 5800.7F
Encl: (1) LT_ ltr dtd 5 May APR 22 w/enclosures

1. Enclosure (1) documents IC3 Huffiman’s death resulting from apparent suicidal hanging, and
is forwarded for the General Court-Martial Convening Authority’s line of duty determination
required by paragraph 0229(d) of reference (a).

2. The Line of Duty Investigation commenced on 11 April 2022; however, the investigation by
local law enforcement remains ongoing and is expected to take several months before
concluding. IC3 Huffman’s death is currently documented as resulting from suicidal hanging.
There is no indication that the incident is a result of any misconduct on the part of the Sailor. It is
unnecessary to await the medical examiners official report of the manner and cause of death.
Based on the facts and circumstances surrounding the member’s death, the medical examiner’s
findings would not impact this line of duty determination.

3. Based on enclosure (1), I recommend finding that IC3 Huffman’s death occurred in the line of
duty and not due to the member’s own misconduct as defined in paragraphs 0217 and 0229 of

reference (a).
B G

B. C. GAUT



05 MAY 22

From: LT — USN
To:; Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)

Subj: LINE OF DUTY INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF IC3 NATASHA HUFFMAN,
USN ON OR ABOUT 10 APR 2022

Ref: (a) JAGMAN, Chapter II

Encl: (1) Appointment Letter dtd 11 APR 22
() ICC DN M emoranda dtd 12 Apr 22
(3) Death Certificate

Preliminary Statement

1. Pursuant to enclosure (1), and in accordance with reference (a), I conducted an investigation
into the circumstances surrounding the death of IC3 Natasha Huffinan that occurred off base in
Hampton, Virginia, on 10 April 2022. Due to the ongoing investigation by local authorities,
supported by NCIS, I was not able to collect any evidence or interview potential witnesses to the
incident. I consulted with USS GEORGE WASHINGTON’s Deputy Command Judge
Advocate, LT [SHEINIR 1AGC, USN, for legal direction. This report was not completed
within the initial deadline; an extension of time was granted in order to receive the Death
Certificate.

2. The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner has yet to release the manner and cause of death
due to the pending investigation. However, I was able to obtain the service member’s Death
Certificate and attach as part of the record, which identifies the cause of death.

Findings of Fact

1. On 10 Apr 22, the command received notification from EM | (SIS - sailor
assigned to the USS GEORGE WASHINGTON, of an alleged suicide involving IC3 Natasha

Huffman [Encl 2].

2. EM 1|l was present at IC3 Huffman’s residence at the time of the alleged suicide [Encl
2].

3. The evening of 09 Apr 22, EMI - slept on the couch while IC3 Huffman slept in her
bedroom [Encl 2].

4. EM1 B awoke around 1145L to find IC3 Huffman suspended by a ligature in her closet,
deceased, at which point he contacted 911 [Encl 2).

5. EM1 [l contacted ICCIRMERIMRIRY to report the incident to his chain of command

[Encl 2).



Subj: LINE OF DUTY INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF IC3 NATASHA HUFFMAN,
USN ON OR ABOUT 09 APR 22

6. An autopsy was performed on IC3 Huffman on 11 April 2022; however, the results are not
yet releasable, and will not be for an extended period of time,

7. To date, no investigative materials have been received by the command nor has the manner
and cause of death been officially released by the Medical Examiner.

8. IC3 Huffman’s Death Certificate was provided on 05 MAY 22, and indicates the cause of
death as suicidal hanging with belt ligature. [Encl 3].

Opinions

1. IC3 Huffiman’s death was a result of a suicidal hanging. Per reference (a), even if there was
evidence of a bona fide suicide attempt, “in view of the strong human instinct for self-
preservation, suicide and a bona fide suicide attempt creates a strong inference of lack of mental

responsibility.”

2. IC3 Huffman’s death was in the line of duty. The outcome of the local investigation will have
no impact on this line of duty determination. There is no indication of any misconduct on the part
of the member. IC3 Huffman’s death is an apparent suicide, and not the result of her own
misconduct.

Recommendations

1. Irecommend the command submit this report or a similar report to the General Court-Martial
Convening Authority (Commander Naval Air Force Atlantic), detailing the circumstances of IC3
Huffman’s death, with the finding that her death occurred in the line of duty and was not due to
her own misconduct.

FOR-OFEICIAL-USE ONLY —PRIVACY -SENSITIVE



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON {CVN 73)
FPO AE 09550

5800
11 Apr 22

From: Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)

To: LT R UsN

Subj: LINE OF DUTY INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF IC3 NATASHA
HUFFMAN, USN ON OR ABOUT 10 APRIL 22

Ref: (a) JAGINST 5800.7F (JAGMAN)
(b) Public Law 104-191, Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(c) DoD 6025.18, Implementation of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA) Privacy Rule in DoD Health Care Programs

I. Per Chapter II of reference (a), you are appointed to conduct an investigation into the facts
and circumstances surrounding the death of IC3 Natasha Huffman, USN, in Hampton, Virginia
on or about 10 April 2022. If you have not previously done so, read Chapter II of reference (a)
in its entirety before beginning your investigation. Refer to appendix A-2-K of reference (a) for
a list of matters that should be included in your investigation report, as applicable.

2. You are directed to make one of the three following determinations concerning the death of
the subject service member: (1) the death occurred in the line of duty and not due to the
member’s own misconduct; (2) the death occurred not in the line of duty and not due to the
member’s own misconduct; or (3) the death occurred not in the line of duty and due to the
member’s own misconduct.

3. In accordance with references (b) and (c), you are hereby authorized to receive, review, and
discuss protected health information with appropriate providers concerning IC3 Huffman. The
specific protected health information covered is anything in IC3 Huffman’s medical record or
mental health records regarding the incident specified above. The disclosure of IC3 Huffman’s
protected health information is subject to the minimum necessary to execute the military mission
of conducting this investigation.

4. Submit your written findings in the format provided in appendix A-2-¢ of reference (a) by 25
April 2022. You may seek legal advice from LT JAGC, USN, Deputy
Command Judge Advocate, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73), during the course of

your investigation.

By Direction



12 APR 22

From: lcc#uss GEORGE WASHINGTON
To: Preliminary Inquiry Othcer

Subj: Line of Duty Investigation [CO IC3 Natasha Huffiman, USN

1. On 10 Apr 22 at 1145, I received a call from EM | mone of the Sailors in my division,
informing me of 1C3 Natasha Huffman hanging herself in a closet in her home.

2. I verified thay EM1 had called 911 prior to calling me; he said yes. I asked if [C3 Huffman was
okay the night before and was told she wanted to sleep in the bedroom, so he slept on the couch.
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